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Foreword

“When the help of Allah comes and the Victory, And
thou seest men entering the religion of Allah in troops,
Glorify thy Lord with His praise and seek His forgive-
ness. Surely He is Oft returning with mercy." (Al-Nasr,
Ch110, v 2-4)

Every year at the time of International Bai'at, thousands
of people enter the religion of Allah in large groups.
Conversion to Islam-Ahmadiyyat is only the first step; it
must be followed with the important task of training and
mentoring. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV", in his extraor-
dinary wisdom and foresight, envisioned this enormous
task when he launched the Wagf-e-Nau scheme 17
years ago on April 3, 1987.

Huzoor™ requested parents to follow the traditions of
the Prophets and offer their most prized possession—
their yet to be born children in the way of Allah. De-
voted parents all over the world said ‘Labbaik’ (yes) to
the voice of their Imam and offered their children as
Waagifeen-e-nau. This blessed scheme continues to-
day as more parents offer their beautiful gifts to Allah.
The Wagf-e-nau children are the devotees and leaders
of the future who will train and lead the growing number
of Ahmadi Muslims in the world. While these children
will shoulder their responsibilities in the near future, we
have an obligation today to prepare these children for
the enormous task that lies ahead of them. Huzoor™
laid this responsibility on the parents as well as the Ja-
ma'at, and elaborated on all aspects of training in great
details in five of his Friday sermons.

Since these five sermons are presently available in the
Urdu language, there is a great need for an English



translation. Upon receiving encouragement from the
Late Respected Ameer Sahib USA, Hadhrat Mirza
Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib (May Allah have mercy upon
him), as well as from Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar Sahib, Re-
spected Ameer Jama'at USA, Lajna Imaillah-USA em-
barked on this project of translating the five sermons
into English language. While doing so, great care was
directed at keeping the English translation and the
structure of the sentences as close to the original Urdu
text as possible.

With the Grace and Mercy of Allah, the translation of
five sermons is being presented in this booklet. We
hope that English speaking parents and older children
will reap moral and spiritual benefit from these valuable
resources of guidance and inspiration. The dedication
and efforts of Lajna members who translated and com-
piled this booklet are gratefully acknowledged and ap-
preciated. Dr. Sadiga Mian accomplished the challeng-
ing task of translating the five sermons into English. Dr.
Shahida Ahmad, Dr. Amtul Ahmad, Shamim Azam and
Shazia Sohail reviewed the translations. Shamim Azam
rendered the final revisions of all five sermons. Dr.
Sadiqa Mian performed the compilation, editing and
typesetting of this booklet. Sumera Choudhary de-
signed the cover for this booklet. Asma Siddiqui and Dr
Basharat Munir Mirza Sahib helped with the final publi-
cation of the book. May Almighty Allah bless the hum-
ble and sincere efforts of these members and give them
the finest rewards in this world and the hereafter. Lajna
Imaillah USA also wishes to acknowledge the help and
assistance offered by Munirruddin Shamas Sahib, Dr
Shamim Ahmad Sahib, Munawwar Saeed Sahib and Dr
Naseer Ahmad towards the completion of this project.

Dr. Shanaz Butt
President Lajna Imaillah-USA May 2005
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“You were born for a great purpose at a
great time.”

Friday Sermon delivered by Hadhrat Khalifatul-
Masih IV (May Allah have mercy on him) on April 3,
1987 at Fazal Mosque, London.

Love of Allah is achieved by following the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®™: After Tasha'hhud, Ta'awwuz
and recitation of Surah Al-Fatihah, Huzoor™ recited the
following verse:
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(Al-Taubah Ch9 v24)’
And then said: In the last sermon | had recited another
verse of the Holy Quran:
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(Al-'Imran Ch3 v32)",
O Muhammad! Announce, if you indeed truly love Allah

Translation: Say, if your fathers, and your sons. and your brethren, and
your wives, and your kinsfolk, and the wealth you have acquired, and the
trade whose dullness you fear, and the dwellings which you love are
dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His cause,
then wait, until Allah comes with His judgment; and Allah guides not the
disobedient paople,

‘Translation: Say ‘If you lave Allah, follow me: then will Allah love you'




or indeed want to love Allah then follow me and Allah
will certainly begin to love you.

| explained some aspects of this subject in the last ser-
mon and | will explain some today. But before that |
want to tell you why, according to the second verse that
| have just recited, we have been commanded to obey
and follow Hadhrat Muhammad®™ if we claim to love
Allah, and what is the logical connection between the
two? How can we follow him and in what way have we
been instructed to follow him? A person obeys the laws
of his country and sometimes he obeys his instructor.
No matter what subject has been assigned to him, he
follows his footsteps. But these two types of followings
are not necessarily out of love. Often, instead of love,
there is an element of hatred in these. There have
been extremely cruel dictators in the world and there
are some even today. Millions of people from their na-
tions obey them, but they do so with hatred. So, has
Allah issued a kind of order given by a tyrannical des-
pot? ‘You are in My power. You dare not disobey Me.
So if you love Me then obey Hadhrat Muhammad®* .
Na awuzu billahe min zalik, (we seek Allah’'s protection
from this). Is this the purport of this verse? Impossiblel

The verse begins with = === == Jje. if you love
Allah' so there is no concept of dictatorship or subjuga-
tion in it. The condition of love has made it clear that
whatever you do, will be done out of love. Therefore,
there is a rational connection between your love for
God and the command that it should be transformed
into servitude and obedience to Hadhrat Muhammad-
"W Therefore, the predominant feature of this obedi-
ence should be love and this obedience should be be-
cause of love.

Explanation of following the Holy Prophet®™" and its
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logical result: The next question is: Is it possible to
love by command? Allah the Exalted says, ‘Do you
love Me?' We say, Yes, we love You. We see that
Your Beauty is manifest around the world. Your favors
on us are unlimited and are being bestowed on us day
and night. We experience Your Benevolence every
moment of day and night. In short, every moment and
every minute, we see the manifestation of Your Gra-
ciousness in the beauty of the universe and we love
You more because of it. You have provided us with
daily means of sustenance. Out of Your Love and
Kindness, You have bestowed on us every kind of
Bounty. You have graciously furnished the means for
the preservation of the system of life; and made such
laws of progress under which man is constantly moving
forward.

In short, this subject cannot be encompassed, but to
put it briefly, a man can say, 'we love You because
there are reasons for loving You and evidence of Your
Beauty is dispersed everywhere in the world." So why
do we need to be ordered to love? As this command
has the perfect wisdom of Allah, the Exalted, it cannot
have absurdity of any kind. So we will have to abandon
the idea that God requires us to love in response to a
dictate. If anyone among you loves Him, then in re-
sponse there is an expression of love from Him as well
and pointing to a thing or a being, He says, 'if you love
Me then | will show you a manifest reflection of My love
among the humans. Just as you observe the universe,
and everywhere you see beauty in it and fall in love
with it, | will tell you about a beloved (of Mine) whom My
love has adorned and whom My love has made beauti-
ful. See him and fall in love with him and obey him with
ardent love." This is the underlying purport of this
verse. It has been stated explicitly in some other
verses as well.



This, in a way, is a response from Allah; 'you do love
Me or do intend and desire to love Me truly and sin-
cerely, but you do not know of any true and sincere
devotee whom | love. If you follow the one | love then it
is absolutely certain that | will start loving you." The one
whom Allah loves must be beautiful because Allah does
not love a loathsome person. The person about whom
Allah says that He loves him has to be beautiful, it can-
not be otherwise. Therefore you will definitely have to
look for the underlying implicit message: ‘if you claim to
love Me and want (My) love then | will tell you about the
person who loved Me the most. He was beautiful to
begin with, but his personal beauty was enhanced as a
result of My love because | loved him greatly. There-
fore, follow the paths that he treaded. Then the same
beauty will also start developing in you and | will begin
to love that beauty of yours.'

Absence of Love for Holy Prophet™ has been
named Fisq: This is the complete answer that has
been given in this verse. Different verses of the Holy
Quran corroborate it. Among these, the verse that ex-
plains it in great detail is the one that | had recited in
the beginning. Allah says:
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O Muhammad! announce that if your ancestors, your
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progeny, your future generations, your brothers, your
wives, your tribes, your race and the wealth that you
have acquired with hard work, and the trades whose
loss you fear, your dwellings (houses and palaces) built
as you desired are more dear to you than Allah and His
Messenger and striving in the cause of Allah then wait
till Allah issues His Judgment. That is, a judgment that
will prove your love to be false and instead of gaining
Allah’s love you will become the recipient of His dis-
pleasure. He says, Allah does not guide the faasigeen
(disobedient).

The Holy Quran has defined ‘fisq’ and you will not find
this definition of ‘fisq’ in any book of the world. We gen-
erally thought that fisq’ meant to commit a sin or to do
something that is clearly disapproved of. But the Holy
Quran has included ‘fisq' in the discourse on love and
declared that absence of love is fisq". It says that after
Allah it is mandatory to love Hadhrat Muhammad®™. If
you do not love him*" then you are a fasig. The ques-
tion is how not loving (Hadhrat Muhammad®") is re-
lated to fisg? The Promised Messiah® has explained
this relation. He says that every moment of the life of
Hadhrat Muhammad™ was spent in the obedience of
Allah. There was not the slightest deviation from it.
Had it been otherwise, Allah would not have com-
manded us to follow him. Since Allah has ordered us to
follow him, we know that each moment of his™" life met
with Allah's approbation. Any act that is contrary to Al-
lah's obedience is ‘fisq. Thus the Holy Quran has
amazingly defined 'fisq’ in terms of love: If you do not
love Hadhrat Muhammad™" who spent his life striving
in the cause of Allah (jihad), that is, if you do not revere
the jihad that he carried on through out his life, then you
are like the 'faasigeen’ and wherever you deviate from
his sunnah (practice) you commit ‘fisq’ and Allah does
not guide the ‘faasigeen’.



The real meaning of love for Jihad: Here Allah has
mentioned love of jihad fee sabeelillah (striving in the
cause of Allah). It is hard to imagine that one can be
asked to love jihad (fighting) in a similar way. However,
here ‘jihad' does not mean only the jihad with the
sword. According to the Holy Quran, every effort that is
made in search of the Beloved is jihad. The fact that
jihad fee sabeelillah is mentioned after the command to
love Hadhrat Muhammad®™" implies that every moment
of the life of Hadhrat Muhammad™" was a jihad. Now,
Hadhrat Muhammad®"* did not walk around with a
sword or carry a bow and arrow in his hand all the time.
Even in the ghazwaat (battles) he rarely had to person-
ally fight in a face to face combat. He™" was engaged
in jihad even during the thirteen years of extreme op-
pression in Mecca. Thus jihad is not just fighting oth-
ers, rather being subjected to oppression and getting
hurt and still being engrossed in the love of Allah every
moment of one's life is jihad. If you do not love in this
manner then not only is your claim of love for Allah
false but in the eyes of Allah you are also living a life of

fisq.

The highest proof of Love: A very strict command,
indeed! But the question is, can one love by com-
mand? Can a command to love, create love? | had
raised this point earlier. There is no relationship be-
tween love and command. No matter how much you
love someone, if you ask him to start loving a particular
thing he will wonder what has happened to you.
Whether you have gone mad? Perhaps some people
would go to the extent of saying:
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‘You are imposing strange conditions: that | should love
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you and | should also start loving all those who love
you. Return my heart to me! Return my heart, | cannot
get involved in this mess.' But, Glorious is Allah! This
is His exact command: ‘love Me and also love those
who love Me. And if you do not love those who love Me
then you are a faasiq’ and your love is rejected.’ This
is a wise discourse! It is a fact that the highest proof of
true love is that you fall in love with all those whom your
master loves, your love for those who love your beloved
grows stronger and you have no animosity for them.
The Holy Quran has explained this subject in a prayer
that it has taught us: O Allah, leave not in our hearts
any rancor against those who believe and have pre-
ceded us in faith. We beg You, let not our hearts enter-
tain any ill thoughts about them on any account, not
eaven due to a misunderstanding.

This verse refutes the Shia philosophy for good. These
days some Shia say things that create hatred for the
ones who have surpassed and excelled in faith. The
Holy Quran has taught us this prayer: O Allah, the be-
lievers of the first period (of Islam) have surpassed us
in faith! Let us not hate them. Since it was possible
that as a result of a misconception or wrong under-
standing of the history or wrong narratives our hearts
could become perverse and harden against them, Allah
taught the prayer, ‘keep our hearts soft for them." What
is the reason? Only that they loved Allah. It is the
same subject: if you love Me then love those who love
Me for unity is impossible without it. This is the philoso-
phy of it (unity). If love of God were to lead to rivalry
and if rivalry was permitted, then there would have
been as many concepis of God as those who loved
God and there would be no question of one Muslim na-
tion. Everyone who loved God would have been jeal-
ous of everyone else who loved God and would have
hated him, thinking, ‘who is he to love the same God

7



that | love.’

A superior, beautiful and complete teaching of love
for the Holy Prophet™": Allah has left such misguided
love for this world, For Himself He has chosen the kind
of love that continues to promote perfect unity, the cir-
cumference of which goes on expanding. That is why
Allah the Exalted has exhorted us to love Hadhrat Mu-
hammad®™" in this manner. Look at all the other relig-
ions of the world, you will not find the detail, the wisdom
and the reciprocal relation that the Holy Quran teaches
about love or a similar teaching as beautiful, complete
and cohesive. Firstly, there is no command or coercion
to love Hadhrat Muhammad™" because he is worthy of
love. To support this, Allah says that He loves Hadhrat
Muhammad™ and that should suffice you. If someone
is very beautiful himself, there is less likelihood of his
falling in love with someone less beautiful than him.
The more beautiful a person, the higher is his standard
of beauty. So this verse contains the greatest proof of
the beauty of Hadhrat Muhammad™", that is, heis so
beautiful that | (Allah) love him. And | love him so much
that if you follow him and love him, | will love you.

The attributes of the Holy Prophet™" should be re-
peatedly mentioned: Thus Hadhrat Muhammad™
has inherent beauty. This beauty should be pro-
claimed. It should be talked about and it should be the
theme of conferences. The young and the old should
have a personal familiarity with it. Promised Messiah™
said:
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How can any one love exquisite beauty without looking
at it?




How can any one adore an imaginary sweetheart?

The Holy Quran has commanded us to love Hadhrat
Muhammad®™”. The Holy Quran has done us a favor
by telling us about a very dear beloved (of Allah) whose
love will create love of Allah in our hearts and as a re-
sult of which Allah will begin to love us. It is difficult to
fall in love with exquisite beauty without looking at it.
Thus, it is necessary to show (the beauty of) Hadhrat
Muhammad®**",

Last year | gave instructions (to the Jama‘at) that as we
are approaching the next century of the victory of Islam,
frequent conferences should be held on the life and
seerat (character) of Hadhrat Muhammad®™", so that a
large number of his devout lovers could be prepared to
enter the next century. It should not be (a caravan of)
people merely shouting great slogans about the pre-
dominance of Islam with empty hearts but people
whose hearts are filled with the love of Allah and love of
Hadhrat Muhammad Mustafa®™ and in whose veins
this love runs like their own blood. Without this provi-
sion (love of Allah and love of the Holy Prophet™") you
cannot bring about any great change in the lives of the
generations of the next century.

A great century is awaiting us. Many major achieve-
ments will be accomplished during that time. People
have to learn from us and they have to advance to-
wards the next century with what they learn from us.
Therefore, before that time comes, before we enter the
new century, we should endeavor to adorn ourselves
with that perfect beauty that becomes apparent and is
vouchsafed as a result of loving Allah and the Holy
Prophet®™",

Another dignified aspect of following the Holy
9



Prophet Muhammad®*": Another reason for following
the Holy Prophet™, mentioned in the Holy Quran, is
that Allah Himself taught him*" the manner in which
Allah is to be ocbeyed:
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( Al-An‘'am Chév 107)°
Follow that which Allah is revealing to thee...and turn
aside from the idolaters and pay no attention to anyone
else. Obedience to Hadhrat Muhammad™" is not differ-
ent (from obedience to Allah). No one should think that
by telling us; ‘if you love Me then love the Holy Prophet-
=% Allah is asking us to love an unrelated person. We
are being told to love a person whom Allah Himself has
tutored and molded in His own image and thus brought
His beauty within our reach. A man needs a human
model that he can emulate and love. It is related that
once Hadhrat Muhammad®™" entered Khana Ka'aba
and saw that some people were decorating idols. They
had set them upright and were putting earrings in their
ears and dressing them up. After adorning the idols
they prostrated in front of them. Hadhrat Muhammad-
" asked them the reason for doing so. They replied,
'‘we worship them and love them because they (the
idols) teach us how to love God and we gain God's love
through their love." The very same day the verse was
revealed :
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(Al-'Imran Ch3 v32)"*

Translation: Follow that which has been revealed lo thee from thy Lord;
there is no god but He; and tum aside from the idolaters.
Translation: Say 'If you love Allah, follow me; then will Allah love you’
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‘How absurd!" Says Allah. ‘How can you learn to love
Allah from idols? They are neither capable of following
someone nor are they worthy of being followed. Love
of God can be learned from someone who has been
taught how to love God by God Himself." And then Al-
lah tells the Holy Prophet™" to say: ‘If this is your claim
[that you want to love Allah] then follow in my footsteps
because Allah has taught me how to love Him. You
cannot learn to love Allah by following the idols'.

Perfect love for Hadhrat Muhammad®*"" and the
teaching of perfect obedience to him*": Allah has
described the love of Hadhrat Muhammad™ or we
should say has described his way of obedience at an-
other place in the Holy Quran. The verse begins with
‘O my people...". It is being said to Hadhrat Muhammad
Mustafa™", ‘announce to the people, announce to man-
kind by saying O my people.'" Some commentators of
the Holy Quran were perplexed by these words and
could not understand why Hadhrat Muhammad®™" who
had brought the message of absolute Oneness of God,
was instructed by Allah to say:

Akl J2 18201 2280 Gald 8
(Al-Zumar Ch39 v54)°
‘O my people...'. The Promised Messiah™ has written

about it more than once and explained it in a very so-
phisticated and beautiful way.

At one place he writes, 'here 'eebadee’ means servants
not people’. Thus it means O Muhammad announce: O
my servants’. Here lesson in ‘following’ is given in pic-
torial language. When Allah says announce
ittabioonee’ it means, 'love me in a slavish manner.’

"Translation: Say, ‘O My servants who have sinned against their souls..
I



As a slave loves and obeys his master and cannot dis-
obey him in the least, similarly you should love the Holy
Prophet®™" so perfectly that you should become incapa-
ble of disobeying him, that is, all your faculties should
willingly submit to and obey Hadhrat Muhammad®".
The Holy Quran gives the reason for it at another place:

'-'mlh_.-i*"hl

(Al-An'am Ch6 v163)°
| say to you, 'Become my slaves. Give me all that you
have. Start following me the way a lover would, not be-
cause | personally have any special attributes but be-
cause | have given away all | had. | have not kept any-
thing for myself. And | have been asked by Allah to
make this announcement: 'Qul inna salatee wa
nosokee...', all my prayers and every aspect of them,
all my fasts, all my sacrifices, and every aspect of them,
my death and my life, every thing is for Allah’.

Thus, when Allah says, submit to the Holy Prophet™",
He is not asking one human being to submit to another
human being but He is instructing one human to submit
himself to a (human) being who has annihilated his hu-
man self and submitted himself completely to Allah. If
this is done then doors to all the rewards will open. But
there is no mention of rewards, instead another aspect
is being explained. Allah says,

") 5235 Gy | QAT W aeedif 2 18501 @)
(Al-Zumar Ch39 v54)’,

"Translation; Say, 'My Prayer and my sacrifice and my life and my death
are all for Allah, the Lord of the worlds:

‘Translation: who have sinned against their souls, despalr not of the
mercy of Allah,

I'.|




Those who have committed sins, even If the sins are as
huge as the mountains, need not fear. If they follow
Hadhrat Muhammad™" and follow him*" like slaves
then all their sins will be forgiven because Allah has the
power to forgive all sins. But the condition is that they
should become the slaves of the Holy Prophet™". Thus
this verse refutes the concept of trinity that a savior,
God forbid, for our sake suffered and was cursed. This
verse says that if you want to follow the one who sub-
mitted himself completely and entirely to Allah, then you
should not worry that being sinners you could not follow
him*™. You may ask 'who are we to follow Hadhrat
Muhammad Mustafa®™"?" Such fears could beset the
heart. Allah says, No, if you follow this individual, you
will realize:

e B
(Al-Zumar Ch39 v54)°
Because, the ways and life style of Hadhrat Muham-
mad®™" are so dear to Allah that for his**" sake and be-
cause of the beauty that you will acquire as a result of
obeying him*™", He will forgive your sins.
@k P jaaall A 45

(Al-Zumar Ch39 v54)°.
Indeed, He is Most Forgiving and Most Merciful.

Hopes taken to the utmost heights: At another place
all the negative fears are dispelled and positive hopes
are taken to the utmost heights:

B Sl JaDls Al g (e

Gl A agde bl il 2d)

"Translation: surely, Allah forgives all sins
Translation: Verly, He is Most forgiving, Ever Merciful,
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(Al-Nisa' Ch4 v70)"
Allah is explaining that the reward of obeying the com-
mand to follow Hadhrat Muhammad™" out of love (for
Allah) will make one a beloved of Allah. Then how will
Allah treat you after making you His beloved? This
promise needs to be explained as to how Allah will treat
His beloved. ‘Mun yuteillaha warrasoola’ (whoever
obeys Allah and the Messenger) has bracketed the two
together to explain that the obedience to one is the
obedience to the other. Allah says ‘Wa mun yutteillaha
warrasulla fa olaaika maallazeena unamallaho alaihim
..." that if you follow in the footsteps of Hadhrat Muham-
mad™" because he obeys Allah, you will see how Allah
showers His blessings on you. There is not a reward
that you will not receive as a result of following Hadhrat
Muhammad®*". He says: minan nabiyyeena was sid-
digeena (among the prophets and the truthful). These
rewards are as great as the mountains. There is the re-
ward of prophethood. Allah says that the extent to
which you will follow Hadhrat Muhammad®™* will deter-
mine how dear you become to Allah. fyou reach only
the level of righteousness, Allah will not withhold that
reward from you and if you advance further and reach
the level of martyrdom then you will attain that status as
the reward of being an obedient follower of Hadhrat
Muhammad™", If you have the courage to advance fur-
ther and acquire the state of the truthful ones, then rest
assure that obedience to Hadhrat Muhammad™ will
take you to the status of the truthful ones and this re-

""Translation: And whoso obeys Allah and this Messenger shall be among
those on whom Allah has bestowed His blessings - the Prophets, the
Truthful, the Martyrs, and the Righteous. And an excellent company are
they.
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ward will also be bestowed upon you. And if you have
the strength to excel even further and efface your being
entirely for the sake of Hadhrat Muhammad™", then be
confident that under subordination to him even
prophethood can be bestowed upon such servants of
his. This love for the Holy Prophet™ opens doors to
never ending rewards. This love began with our desire
and affirmation to love Allah. Allah has opened all paths
and explained all aspects. But, as | have already said,
it is a predominant theme of the Holy Quran and runs
throughout it. All aspects of this topic cannot be cov-
ered in a few sermons, so | have chosen to throw light
upon a few.

Perfect love of the Promised Messiah™ for the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®™: In the end | will present to
you the affirmation of the Promised Messiah™ who
wholly submitted himself and discovered that Hadhrat
Muhammad®*"was a beloved (of Allah). You cannot
find another who loved Hadhrat Muhammad™" as much
as he did. You will not find love of this kind either
among the worldly lovers or among the spiritual lovers.
On one occasion he says:

VORI e FIN Y

You ask for a proof of the truthfulness of Hadhrat Mu-
hammad™", you can only find the proof by falling in
love with him*". A person who has not had this great
experience himself can never make such a declaration.
Promised Messiah® says that if you want to believe in
Muhammad Mustafa®™", then look at his beauty, you do
not need to get entangled in logic and reason. He™ is
beautiful. Look at him and fall in love with him.
‘Muhammad hast burhanay Muhammad’. No other
proof is necessary. Muhammad™" himself is the proof
of his own beauty. Then the Promised Messiah™) says:
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“Merely through Allah’s graciousness and not through
any skill of mine | have obtained full share of the bless-
ing that was bestowed upon prophets, messengers and
chosen men of God before me. It would not have been
possible for me to have attainted this grace if | had not
followed the footsteps of my lord and my master, the
pride of all the prophets, the best of mankind, Muham-
mad Mustafa®", the chosen one. Whatever | have
achieved, | have achieved by following him, and | know
from verified, reliable personal experience that no man
can reach God and obtain a deep understanding of His
ways without following that Prophet™". Now let me also
make it known what is the very first thing you are re-
warded with, after having completely submitted yourself
to the instructions and teachings of The Holy Prophet
Muhammad™"..."

At this point, let me tell you that here the Promised
Messiah™ is revealing the central point of the discus-
sion. Earlier, | read a piece of writing by the Promised
Messiah™ which stated that obedience to Allah takes
place in the heart; it has no relation to the mind. And
he™ says the same thing about obedience to the Holy
Prophet™":

“Whatever | have achieved, | have achieved by follow-
ing him, and | know from verified, reliable personal ex-
perience that no man can reach God and obtain a deep
understanding of His ways without following that Proph-
et™. Now, let me also make it known what is the very
first thing you are rewarded with, after having com-
pletely submitted yourself to the instructions and teach-
ings of The Holy Prophet Muhammad™". It is that you
are granted a sound heart that is always rightly inclined,
that is to say, a heart that has turned cold upon the love
of this material world, and instead it begins to yearn for
an everlasting heavenly pleasure. Having achieved this
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desire, this heart is now fit to receive that perfect and
purest love- the love of God. Because of complete
obedience to the Holy Prophet™, all these blessings
are bequeathed to you as his spiritual heritage.”
(Hageeqatul Wahi, P 127)

| wanted to explain certain aspects of this topic today
but time is short and it is not possible to cover even a
few of those. In my last sermon | said that | would pre-
sent a new tehrik (scheme) before the Jama 'at and that
is related to this subject.

The vast and perfect teaching of Love for Allah: It
is a fact that when one is in love, one is inclined to offer
gifts. The Holy Quran stipulates that whatever is of-
fered in the way of Allah should be offered with love. A
stipulation of giving gifts with love has been added to
the very definition of piety. The Holy Quran says:

oot BE

o b 1k e 0N JE S

-

(Al-Imran Ch3 va3)'"’

You cannot attain piety in the least. You talk about pi-
ety. What do you know about it? You will not be able
to attain piety unless you learn the secret of offering
what you love dearly in the way of Allah. When you
have learned to offer your beloved things to Allah then
you can say that you have understood the meaning of
piety. This too is a continuation of the subject of love.

| am amazed at the Christian claim that Islam does not
know anything about love and that it is Christianity that
has given the teachings of love. In this regard | had

"Translation: You cannot attain 1o nghteousness unless you spend out of
thit which you love;
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brought with me some excerpts from the teachings of
Jesus™ but as | do not have time to read those, you
should read those yourself. You will find a significant
difference. The teachings of Islam about love are so
vast and complete that the teachings of Jesus™, very
beautiful and very attractive no doubt, look pale in com-
parison. There is no denying the fact that the Christian
teachings are beautiful and attractive but Islam has in-
troduced love to every aspect of human life. You will
not find the philosophy of love described in such great
detail in any other religion. It says:

f .4 A L s A

O @ S s S B
(Al-lmran Ch3 v93)™
You do not know piety at all. You have no knowledge
of what piety is until you learn to sacrifice your most be-
loved things in the way of Allah. If your heart does not
contain the desire to offer your most beloved posses-
sion in the way of Allah; then you do not understand

piety.

High standard of the love of the Holy Prophet™" for
Allah: If we judge the prophets by this criterion, espe-
cially if we look at the life and circumstances of Hadhrat
Muhammad Mustafa™" we find this quality reaching the
level of perfection. There are many men who are in
love and know that they should present the best gift.
They think about it and cannot decide whether to pre-
sent this thing or that. There are very interesting inci-
dents about the Sufis and you will find interesting sto-
ries about the mundane lovers as well. They cannot de-
cide what is most dear to them. One moment they
think of one thing and the next moment they think of
another and after that of yet another thing and finally
they offer that. It is said, when [Mogul king] Babar de-

"“Translation: You cannat attain to rightecusness unless you spend out of
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cided that in order to save the life of (his son) Humayun
he should offer Allah his most precious thing, he started
walking around Humayun. He thought about offering
his most precious diamond. Then he thought, ‘a dia-
mond is not special, | love my kingdom the most and |
should offer my entire kingdom'. He continued thinking.
Then he thought or maybe his conscience told him, that
his life was dearest to him. At that time he decided to
offer his life and prayed; 'O Allah | have realized that
the thing | love the most is my life. O Allah! Take my
life but spare the life of my son.' It is recorded in history
that thence-forth, Humayun's health started improving
and Babar's health started deteriorating.

Thus, people keep calculating what they love more and
what they love less. Hadhrat Muhammad®™" did not de-
liberate, he offered all that he had - his sleeping, his
waking, his sitting, and his standing. The fact is that
man loves everything he has. When he offers his most
beloved possession, he has the satisfaction that he has
kept at least something for himself. When he gives
something less dearer, then he still has something in
hand, and whatever is left with him becomes most dear
to him. If the most beloved child of a mother dies then
the surviving child become her most loved one. This
phenomenon is evident in all facets of human nature.
The Holy Prophet™ did not bargain, O Allah | have
presented to You the thing that is most precious to me-
my life, therefore whatever is left is mine. Instead, Al-
lah commands him:

3La; B3 505 302 8L s
A a3 4l
(Al-Anam Ch6 v163)"

"Translation: Say, 'My Prayer and my sacrifice and my life and my death
wre all for Allah, the Lord of the worlds;
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‘0, Muhammad™" teach these slaves how to love, for
they have become your slaves but do not know how to
love Me. Teach them the secrets of love'. This shows
that if Allah had not commanded him to do so, Hadhrat
Muhammad®*** would never have told anyone the hid-
den secrets of his love. As | realized this wonderful and
beautiful aspect, it instantly captivated my heart. Al
certain times Allah commanded Hadhrat Muhammad®"™
and made it incumbent upon him to reveal his secrets
to mankind. If he had not, people would never had re-
alized how beautiful yet extremely humble this exalted
Prophet™" was, who preferred to keep his beauty hid-
den and made no attempt to cover his shortcomings.
This is the basic difference between a worldly individual
and a devotee of God. A worldly individual hides his
faults and brags about his miniscule beauty, cherishes
it and shows it off and publicity becomes an insepara-
ble part of his life.

Absolute dedication and its reward: Allah made it
obligatory on the Holy Prophet™ to acquaint his slaves
(followers) with his™" certain qualities that were known
only to Allah because they had a right to it, so that they
may learn to reach Allah by following in his footsteps.

One of these qualities was offering all that one had. It
has been the way of the prophets that as they deliber-
ate upon what else they should offer, they end up offer-
ing their children. Sometimes, they offer their children
even before they are born. And this has also been the
tradition of the saints. For example, the mother of
Hadhrat Maryam® supplicated to Allah:
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(Al-lmran Ch3 v36)™
'O, my Lord, | have vowed to Thee what is in my womb
lo be dedicated to Thy service..." | do not know
whether it is a girl or a boy, good or bad. Whatever it
Is, | am offering it to You. Fatagabbal minnee, accept it
from me. Innaka antas Sameeul-A'leem, (You are All-
Hearing and All-Knowing), that is, You listen and You
know. This is a separate subject and we do not need to
go into its details. The mother of Hadhrat Maryam™,
who was from the family of Imran, offered this prayer.
Allah liked this prayer so much that He has preserved it
in the Holy Quran for the future generations. Similarly,
the prayer of Hadhrat Ibraheem™ for his children and
the prayers of other prophets for their children have
been mentioned in the Holy Quran. In some prayers,
the intention of devoting (Wagf) is not clearly stated as
it is here: ‘moharrarun’ — 'O Allah | am devoting this
child to Your cause’. But often you will find this prayer:
‘O Allah, vouchsafe to my children the blessing that
You have bestowed upon me and bestow this reward
on them as well." Hadhrat Ibraheem™ prayed in this
fashion. If you ponder over this prayer you will realize
that the reward that is being asked, is in fact, absolute
devotion (Kamil wagf). There is no prophethood with-
out Kamil wagf. Of all human beings, a prophet is the
most enslaved (as a devout slave of Allah) yet most lib-
erated (from the world).

The fact is when someone prays, 'bestow prophethood
on my progeny’, he is in fact imploring, just like me,
make my progeny Your slave as well, generation after
generation. Bind them with Your love and obedience.
"Translation:Remember when a woman of Imran said, 'My Lord, | have

vowed to Thee what is in my womb to be dedicated to Thy service. So do
Ihou accept it of me; verily Thou alone art All-Hearing, All-Knowing.'
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Bind them so thoroughly that no element of freedom is
left in them. [She said] ‘moharrarun’. ' | free this child
from the world and offer it to You'. This is the superior
aspect of '‘Wagf. Bind my progeny as Your slaves so
that they do not retain any freedom in any respect’.

Another aspect of this offering is that after giving every
thing in the cause of Allah, the prophets wished to offer
what they did not have. The supplications of the Prom-
ised Messiah™ during chillah (the forty day seclusion )
were to the same effect. For forty days and forty nights
he begged and implored; 'O Allah give me progeny and
give me the kind of progeny that will be Your slave and
would be a gift to You from me.’

A highly blessed Scheme to welcome the next cen-
tury: | thought that | will convince the whole Jama at
that as we are trying to increase our spiritual progeny
before the next century through propagation, we should
also offer our yet to be born children as Waagifeen in
the cause of Allah, right now and we should pray, O Al-
lah! Give us a son but if You have decreed to give us a
daughter then we offer our daughter to You. Ma fee
batanee - whatever is in my womb. This should be the
prayer of the mothers and the fathers should pray in the
words of Hadhrat Ibraheem®: ‘O Allah! Let our progeny
be among Your elect servants so that they be entirely
dedicated to You'. So that a magnificent army of
Waagifeen children, who are willing to relinquish this
world, should enter the next century as the slaves of
the God of Hadhrat Muhammad™" the Messenger of
Allah. We should be offering young children as gifts to
Allah.

This Wagf is urgently needed. In the next hundred
years Islam will spread widely and we will need millions
of trained slaves, who should be slaves to the God of




Hadhrat Muhammad™“. We need large number of
Waagifeen-e- zindagee from every class of the society
and from every country.

We have been urging for Wagf in the past. We have
tried hard but certain classes have generally consid-
ered themselves exempt from Wagf-e-zindagee.
Waagifeen that were offered to the Jama'at did not
come from all strata of the society. Some rich people
did offer their children but mostly, children were offered
from that class of the society that does not enjoy high
esteem in the eyes of the world, that is, the poor people
of the lower class. Waagifeen that come from this so-
cial stratum do not lose respect because of it. On the
contrary, it enhances their respect. But, the fact that
Waagifeen do not come from the other strata has defi-
nitely lowered their esteem.

The explanation of this aspect of the issue should not
mislead any one to think that if the seemingly respect-
able people do not dedicate their children, the Jama'at
would be deprived or it would lower its esteem. | want
lo tell you that those who are seemingly respectable in
the world will continue to degrade themselves in the
eyes of Allah if they do not learn to offer their children
for Wagf. They should know for certain that no child is
more respectable than the children of the prophets,
who dedicated their children to God with amazing hum-
bleness, cries, tears and prayers.

Hundreds of thousands of Waagifeen should come
from all strata of the Jama’at: There will be an acute
need of Waagifeen-e-zindagee in the next century. We
nre going to offer a gift of millions of Waagifeen-e-
zindagee from all segments of the Jama'at to Allah in
the next century. It is the people of the next century
who will benefit from our gift, so we are, in fact, offering
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this gift to (the people of) the next century. So, who-
ever can offer this gift should get prepared to do so.

It is possible that due to their blessed intention and
promise, Allah may give children to families who do not
have children and husbands or wives who for some
reason cannot have children. Allah may accept their
spirit of sacrifice and bless them with progeny. Allah
has done so in the past. The prophets who prayed and
asked for children so that they may offer them for Wagf,
had children born to them even in their old age and
even in cases where both husband and wife were inca-
pable of having children. Look at Hadhrat Zachariah™!
What a magnificent prayer it was! 'O Allah, | am old,
my head glistens with hoariness and my bones are fee-
ble due to old age. My wife is barren. She is incapable
of bearing a child. But | yearn to devote a child to Your
cause. Please grant me my wish.'

s aVES (813
(Maryam Ch19 v5)'°

O my Lord! | have never despaired while praying for
this. Never have | been unblessed in my prayer to You.
The word ‘shaqgiya’ is astonishingly eloquent. It
means, 'O Allah | am not the unfortunate one who
prays to You and then despairs and desists from pray-
ing". The prayer was so great and done with such fer-
vor that while he was still praying, Allah gave him the
glad tiding of Yahya. Allah Himself named the child.
This reflects the love of God, the Lord of Great Majesty.
The Holy Quran is a wonderful book! It teaches such
graceful ways of expressing one's love that man is as-
tonished by it. When you have a child you wonder

" Translation: but never, my Lord, have | been unblessed in my prayer to
Thee;
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whom you should ask to name your child. As every
Ahmadi loves the Khalifa out of love for Allah, a large
number of people write to me. So, before Hadhrat
Zachariah™ could ask, “What name should | give him?"
Or even thought about naming the child, along with the
glad tiding Allah said,

(Maryam Ch19 v8)'®

| name him Yahya. This was out of love for Hadhrat
Zachariah™. This was out of love for the prayer of
Hadhrat Zachariah™.

A gift to be offered to Allah in the next century:
Thus, the gift of Waagifeen-e-zindagee is one of the
many gifts that you will offer Allah in the next century or
the gifts that you are offering at present. Ahmadies are
contributing money to numerous kinds of chandajaat
(donations), they are making financial sacrifices and
they are sacrificing their time. This gift of Waagifeen-e-
zindagee is for the future. Allah turned my attention to
this matter so thal | should ask you to vow that the chil-
dren born to you in the next two years, whether male or
female, would be offered for Wagf as a gift to Allah.
The expectant mothers who could not participate in this
scheme before can take part in it now. They can also
vow, But this vow has to be made by both parents.
They should decide on this together, so that there is
unity of purpose in the upbringing and education of
these children. And they should start training them in
lhe best possible way right from their childhood. They
should grow up with the conviction that they were born
for a great purpose at a great time when the first cen-
tury of the victory of Islam is merging with the second

"Translation; whose name shall be Yahya
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